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WATER, SOJL COBSERVAT ON _NEGLECTED IR SHANTUNQ

‘MILLION WORKERS TO BE MOBILIZED -- Shanghal, Chieh-fang Jih-pao, 0 Des =0

Up to 20 December 1950, over 300,000 civilian laborers were ergaged in the
Job of repailring the dikes, deepening channeis, and clearing the locke sn vari-
ous sections and tributaries of the Huai Ho. The work of mobilizing about oune
million workers is well advanced. Some 200 million cattiss of grain have been
delivered to convenient depots along the rivers where work iz, «r is zaon to be,
in progress.

In Pang-fou, a movement has met with considerasble pepular suppsrt in vhick
civil service employees, business clerks, teachers, and students are veluntar-
1ly enlisting in the-@iké repair.taek by undertaking to do one fang of earthwork
rer man without coétipensation.

ANTI-US PROPAGANDA USED TO SOLICIT STUDENTS FOR FROJECT -- Shanghsi, Chieh-fang
Jih-pao, 18 Dec 50

Sirce 20 November 1950, students of Chiao-t’'ung, T'ung-chi, Ta-t‘ung, and
€hih-chiang universities have been enthusiastically engaged ir drafting maps
and charts based on data gathered by surveying tesms at work cn the lcwer sec-
tion of the Huai Ho project. This service has not only saved the work <f n
large mumber of employed personnel, but has also greatly expedited the comple-
tion of charte which are urgently needed by engineers and workers in the field.
Later the students competed for appointments to the surveying and enmgineering
teams to be sent to the low-lying estuary areas where working conditions present
tne greatest hardships. This eagerness to do their part in this great conser-
vancy project is largely due to the following vatriotic appeal by one of the
head men in the Engineering Buresu: "Since US imperislism does not permit us
peacefully to carry on reconstruction projects, we should undertske with a
fighting spicit the task of controlling the Hual Ho, which Chairman Mao Tse-
tung has entrusted to us. This is the most effective answer to US aggression.”
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STAR™ WATER-REFTENTION PROJECT ON HUAI HO -- Hankow, Ch'ang-chilang Jih-pao,
29 Dec 50

Work has already started on one of the Huai fio flond-water-retention basins X
viich is to be located at T'ung Hu (1) [ﬁmn'bers in parentheses refer to appended
characters/ in Hsi (2) Esien, Honan.

COMPLETE DIKE REPAIRS ON YELLOW RIVER -- Peiping, Jen-min Jih-pao; 25 Dec 50

Winter work on repeirs to the dikes of the Yellow Ri‘}er in fopeh, P'ing-
yuan, and Shantung provinces is completed.

PLAN CONSTRUCTION OF NEW CHANNEL FOR SHU HO -- Peiping, Jen-min Jih-pao, £5 Dec 50

The Shu Ho (3), which rises in central Shantung and £1ows southward into
Horth Kiangsu, past the city of Shu-yang, and thence seaward, iz one of the con-
tributory causes of the Hual Ho problem. It flows through ten hsilens, and in
rzasons of bad flood conditions 1t muy inundate some 10 million mou of agricul-
tural land. The Shu Ho is now to have a new channel cf its ovn to the sea at
or near Lin-hung-k'ou(l), which will lie entirely within the territory of Shan-
tung. It will be nearly 100 kilometers shorter than its present course. Making
the new channel involves cutting through a range of hills, neceszitating & large
amount of -stone work. About 200,000 men are now engaged In this work, spurred
on by competition between gangs from different neighborhoods and by promiced
rewards.

SHANTUNG PEOPLE'S GOVERNMENT FACES FLOOD PROBLEM -- Tsinan, Ta-chung Jih-pac,
5 Dec 50

Tginan -- The directive of the Shantung People’s government concerning i
water conservancy work: during the winter of '1950-51 contalns the Following lafor-
mation?

As 8 result of many yesrs of culpable neglect on the part of the reactionary
KMT govermment, measures for the conservation of water and soil im the hilly
reglons are practically nonexistent, hilly ground has 1ittie power to absorb and
retain the rainfall, top soil is eroded, and river channels are silted up, thus
requcing their capacily Lo hanlle Uho f1ow Qyring the #1004 caacans: hanre, there
are frequent overflows and breaches of the dikes, with the inundation of low-
lying land which prevents cultivation, reduces agricultural production, ard
results in famine conditions.

In 1949 in Shantung Province alone, the inundated areas amounted tc
12,480,000 mou /6 mou equal one acre/, or more than 11 percent of the tilled
land; agricultural production was reduced by 1,400,000,000 catties. Some
9,510,000 persons were serlous syfferers from flood conditions, while many
others suffered in less degree; while the totel economic losses were tremendous .
A11 these factc show that floods are a problem which must be recognized and
dealt with as one of the major responsibilities of all levels of the govermment.

REPATR DIKES IN HOPEI -- Shanghai, Novaya Zhizn, 11 Dec 50

About 10,000 peasants in easternl Hopel are repairing dikes along the Ch'ing-
lung Ho and its three main tributeries, for a distance of 180 kilom>ters. They
are competing with 50,000 peasants working on the Ch'ao-pal Ho and several thou-
sand peasants working on the Yung-ting river further west, to complete thelr
work before the rivers are covered with ice ebout mid-December.
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on the basis of the work already completed, the dikes are expected tc be
fortified enow:hiokxithhtm.the' wivprs' highest £lood level.

COMPLETE IRRIGATION FROJECT IN CHABAR -- Shanghai, Novaya Zhizn, 21 Dec 50

The peasants and soldiars of the People’s Liberation Army in Chahar re-
cently completed a large irrigation project in the region of the Sang-ka- Ho (5).

The work consisted in utilizing the Sang-kan Ho to fertilize the alkaline soil
of the reglons of the Shan-yin Hslen (6) and Ying-Heien (7), south of the river.

. As a result of this work, the yearly harvest on the 10,000 irrigated hec~
tares of the reglon is expected to be two or three times greater than previous
yields. By 1953, 40,000 hectares are expected to be lmproved greatly.

PORTTFY DIKES AROUND TUNG-T'ING HU -~ Shanghei, Noveya Zhizn, 13 Dec 50

Tens of thous:nds of peasants in Hunan slong the Yangtze ere fortifying
about 4,000 kilometers of dikes around the Turg-t'ing Hu.

This lake 1s the most important natural rese.volr of the Yangize in this
rich agricultural region. The peasants were sble to reap an abundant harvest
lest year, as a result of the repair work done on the dlkes in this regicn.

The present work of fortifying the dikes is intended to rrotect over 400,000
hectares of this fertile land. The project is expected to be completed by
May 1951, before the flood seascn starts in this reglon.

The Tung-t'ing Hu 1s importent in the preservation of miliions of hectares
of land i the middle and lower courses f the Tangtze. Four rivers flow into
the lake, and it also receives more than half of the flow of the Yangtze during
the summer, when high iiver levels are recorded.

The region sround the lake is one of the most fertile im the country.
Thexr:, more nroductive yilelds per hectare are obtained that in any cther regiorn.
However, due to past negligence, this region had become a pex:i.cdical_‘:y uapro-
ductive inundated area. This was especially true during 1948 and 1949, when
2 million inhsbitants were victimized.

As a result of repalr work done during 1950, more ‘than 98 percent of the
arsble land in this ares han been protected from floodlng.
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